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A Newsletter for the Alumni and Friends of Kenrick-Glennon Seminary 

Mission Statement 
 

Kenrick-Glennon Seminary 
is a community of faith,  
formation, and learning,  
located in the Archdiocese  
of St. Louis, preparing men 
for the Roman Catholic  
priesthood of Jesus Christ. 
 

Under the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit and to the praise 
of God the Father, we  
cultivate the human, spiritual, 
intellectual, and pastoral gifts 
of candidates for the  
diocesan ministry. 
 

To this end, we commit  
ourselves to a responsible 
and effective stewardship of 
resources, carrying on our 
recognized tradition of  
service to the Church. 

An Early Thanksgiving 

Fall 2009 
 

“Forming men for  
the priesthood for over  

100 years. 

 The 2009-2010 academic year sees  
seminary enrollment continuing at a twenty-
year high level, attained last year.  This year 
we have 115 seminarians, 92 in the Kenrick 
School of Theology (including 25 in pre-

theology) and 23 in the Cardinal Glennon 
College program. 

There would not be sufficient space for 
the current seminarians this year if we had 
not added additional rooms last year. 

   President-Rector Msgr. Ted Wojcicki 
views the continuing trend of increased 
enrollment with a sense of gratitude. 
―We are blessed with the continued 
generosity of the faithful who are pro-
viding resources so that we can im-
prove and expand the facilities to meet 
the needs of our growing student 
body.‖ 
   This year Msgr. Wojcicki observes a 
level of excitement as the seminary 
community welcomes its new shep-
herd, Archbishop Robert J. Carlson. 
―While the involvement of Archbishop 
Burke and of Bishop Hermann in re-
cent years had been a great source of 

             (Continued on page 7 - see Enrollment) 

BY MSGR. TED WOJCICKI 
PRESIDENT-RECTOR 
KENRICK-GLENNON  
SEMINARY 

  
THANK YOU!!! 
Thanksgiving has arrived early at 

Kenrick-Glennon Seminary this year.  I am 
grateful for all who have responded so gen-
erously to the Faith for the Future Capital 
Campaign for Kenrick-Glennon Seminary.  
I am grateful to all who have donated gen-
erously to the campaign in its advance phase 

over the last two years.  Many of the donors 
in this advance phase offered remarkably 
generous gifts which have provided a solid 
foundation for the campaign before it en-
tered the current parish phase.  I would like 
to express a special word of gratitude to 
pastors and to their parish teams who 
have stepped forward to provide leadership 
for all the activities connected with the Faith 
for the Future campaign in their individual 
parishes. 

(Continued on page 2 - see Thank You) 

Highlights in This Issue: 
Pictured from left to right:  Daniel Gill (Pre-Theology II - .St. 
Louis), Corey Greene (Pre-Theology II - St. Louis), Anthony 
Onyango (Theology IV - Belleville). 
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The early returns from the parish phase 
of the Faith for the Future capital cam-
paign are very positive.  Parish pastors 
and parish team leadership have called 
the seminary excitedly to report on the 
generosity of their parishioners; often-
times, they also were very pleased that 
their parish would exceed its goal by a 
good margin.  The success indicated in 
these positive reports would not be 
possible without the leadership, direc-
tion, and encouragement of the dedi-
cated pastors.  Many of our pastors are 
alumni of our seminary and their lead-
ership will help ensure that the coming 
generations will also have ―strong, lov-
ing, and wise‖ pastors to serve their 
spiritual needs. 

The leadership at the archdiocesan 
level has been most significant begin-
ning with the initiative of Archbishop 
Raymond Burke a number of years 
ago.  Archbishop Robert Carlson has 
provided strong leadership at many 
levels.  This leadership has continued 
through the Archdiocesan Chief Devel-
opment Officer, Mr. Frank Cognata, 

and his staff.  May God bless in a spe-
cial way Bishop Robert Hermann 
who has worked diligently for the suc-
cess of this campaign now for a num-
ber of years.  Of course this success at 
the parish level is largely possible in its 
daily activities due to each parish‘s 
campaign team.  I am quite aware that 
these parishioners already have respon-
sibilities to their families, to their par-
ishes, and to their communities; I am 
humbled that they are finding time to 
dedicate to the mission of the semi-
nary.  I can assure all of them that such 
dedication is an inspiration to myself 
and to all who are privileged to serve at 
the seminary. 

Also playing a significant part in 
promoting the campaigns at the parish 
level are the seminarians who speak in 
the parish churches in support of the 
campaign and the mission of the semi-
nary.  As always the seminarians are 
enthusiastically received by the parish-
ioners—they sometimes even offer the 
seminarians spontaneous applause!  I 
have heard reports from a number of 
the parish campaign chairs that some 
parishioners have even decided to in-
crease significantly the amount they 

had intended to pledge once they have 
heard the message from the seminar-
ian. I am confident that the good peo-
ple of God will continue to respond 
generously to this campaign supporting 
the seminary (which is preparing the 
future priests for the church) in grati-
tude for the service they have received 
from the priests in previous genera-
tions. A campaign for the seminary is a 
campaign for priesthood. 

A special word of gratitude is due 
also to the seminary faculty and staff 
who provide wonderful programs for 
priestly formation for this present gen-
eration of seminarians.  I also offer 
appreciation to the seminarians them-
selves who inspire the people of God 
both when the parishioners visit the 
seminary and when the seminarians 
visit the parishes.  After all, the semi-
narians are a sign of a “future full of 
hope” both for the seminary staff and 
for the people of God. 

While the generous response to 
this campaign supports improve-
ments to the building infrastructure 
and establishes an endowment for 
the seminarians, the annual Christ-
mas collection helps offset ongoing 
operating expenses. Members of the 
Kenrick-Glennon Society make a spe-
cial commitment each year to support 
the ongoing costs associated with the 
education and formation of our semi-
narians. This year we will have the op-
portunity to continue the Christmas 
tradition for the Catholics in the Arch-
diocese of St. Louis and make a gift in 
this way to support the men preparing 
for the priesthood at Kenrick-Glennon 
Seminary. 

Whenever the good people of God 
visit the seminary for any reason, they 
experience a seminary community 
which is truly a happy, healthy, and 
holy place.  Upon departing from the 
building after a reception, one guest 
noted, ―The highlight of our evening 
was the time we spent praying with the 
seminarians in the chapel.  We can 
sense their faith and dedication in our 
prayer with them.‖  Yes, I have experi-
enced an early Thanksgiving this year.  

(Thank You,  
continued from page 1) 

Nathan Doerr (Archdiocese of St. Louis, College IV), Andy Syring (Archdiocese of 
Omaha, Theology III), and Deacon Craig Holway (Archdiocese of St. Louis, Theology 
IV) work together to assign seminarians to speak about the Faith for the Future seminary 
capital campaign at parishes in the Archdiocese of St. Louis. 
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ST. PATRICK CATHOLIC CHURCH, 
WENTZVILLE 
MR. DAN O’CONNELL  

―When we see the priest, we see Christ. 
As lay faithful our generosity will help 
our priests to be faithful to their calling 
to bring Christ to others. We must be 
generous. God will not ask more of us 
than we are able to give.‖ 
 

Parish Volunteers Bolster Faith for the Future 
On Tuesday, August 18th, Kenrick-Glennon Seminary hosted a reception for parish volunteer leaders of the Faith for the Fu-
ture seminary capital campaign. The reception offered an opportunity for the parish leaders to experience the seminary first-
hand and for the seminary to thank them for the generous commitment of their time and talent. The Herald asked the volun-
teer leaders, whose duties include organizing meetings as well as making calls and personal visits, why this effort was impor-
tant enough to warrant an investment of their valuable time. This is what they had to say:   

MOST HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC 
CHURCH, ST. LOUIS 
MR. KENNETH PATTERSON  

―Being active in a parish where the 
Church was built in 1929, around the 
same time that the seminary was built, I 
can identify with the need to maintain the 
seminary building as a part of responsible 
stewardship. Our priests are doing well. 
We all acknowledge the value of higher 
education for the future of our children 
and are ready to lend our support.  What 
could be more important than providing 
for the education of the future leaders of 
our Church?‖ 

ST. PATRICK CATHOLIC CHURCH, 
WENTZVILLE 
MR. DON THIEME 

―When I retired, I decided to dedicate my 
time to giving back to the Church. More 
recently, I‘ve had the privilege of getting to 
know Fr. Nick Muenks and Anthony Ger-
ber. This wonderful experience makes me 
want to do all I can to support the priestly 
formation of men like Fr. Muenks and An-
thony.‖ 

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST 
CATHOLIC CHURCH, RICHMOND 
HEIGHTS 
MS. SUE FARRARA 

―It‘s important to invest in the future 
of the priesthood. The seminary is 
the place where our future priests 
receive the tools to become the 
priests we expect them to be. People 
think nothing of putting $50,000 into 
one year of their child‘s education. 
Where are we if we‘re not willing to 
invest in a priest‘s education?‖  

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE CATHOLIC 
CHURCH, FERGUSON 
MR. GERARDO RODRIGUEZ  

―It‘s about building up the Church. It‘s 
about forming men to be good priests. 
The seminary is a priest‘s foundation for 
his entire life of service to God‘s people.‖ 

ST. MARY MAGDELENE CATHOLIC 
CHURCH, BRENTWOOD 
MSGR. C. EUGENE MORRIS, PASTOR 

―This campaign is about the future of the 
priesthood in our Archdiocese. The future 
of the Church is at stake. Without priests, 
there is no Church.‖ 
MR. BART MILLER 

―The seminary is what we as Catholics -and 
especially St. Louis Catholics- can take great 
pride in. The formation of our priests is 
essential to our Faith. To me, supporting 
this effort goes along with all that we are as 
Catholics. That‘s why I‘m involved with 
Faith for the Future—to help grow the un-
derstanding of Jesus in our daily lives by 
helping to form the best priests we can.‖ 

Photos courtesy of Jerry Naunheim, Jr. 



 

4  

BY REV. MR. DYLAN SCHRADER  
DIOCESE OF JEFFERSON CITY 
THEOLOGY IV 

 
   The Second Vatican Council deter-
mined that seminarians ―are to be 
formed with particular care in the 

study of the Bible, which ought to be, as it were, 

the soul of all theology‖ (Optatam totius § 16). Ken-
rick-Glennon Seminary is working to fulfill this 
mandate and, to this end, is pleased to welcome 
Fr. Jay Harrington, O.P., to the seminary commu-
nity. As an Associate Professor of Sacred Scrip-
ture, he brings a love of the Word of God, espe-
cially as transmitted in the inspired writings, and a 
knowledge of the methods of biblical studies that 
will help the seminarians to meet Christ in the Bi-
ble and to preach competently. 

Fr. Harrington, a native of Waterloo, Iowa, is a 
friar of the Central Dominican Province of St Al-
bert the Great. He has received, among other de-
grees, a Doctorate of Sacred Theology with a con-
centration in the New Testament and a PhD in 
Religious Studies from the Catholic University of 
Louvain in Belgium. Much of Fr. Harrington's 
research has focused on the passion and resurrec-
tion narratives in the Synoptic Gospels. 

The Kenrick-Glennon Seminary community is 
now honored to count Fr. Harrington among its 
faculty. 

Seminary Welcomes  

Fr. Jay Harrington, O.P. 

Fr. Harrington 
is pictured pre-
senting to one 
of his classes.  
Fr. Harrington 
was appointed 
as an Associate 
Professor at 
the seminary in 
the Fall of 
2009. 

Alumnus a Special  

Education Pioneer 
BY MSGR. NICHOLAS A. SCHNEIDER 
ARCHDIOCESE OF ST. LOUIS 

 
   In 1946 Father Elmer Behrmann started a master‘s 
degree at St. Louis University to prepare for work as 
a high school administrator. There he learned that 

government statistics for 1944 classified an estimated 12.4% of 
children in the United States as ―exceptional,‖ of which 2% were 
mentally retarded, with only 11% of the latter receiving any spe-
cial education. 

The St. Louis Archdiocese had schools for blind and deaf 
children, but only St. John the Baptist School had a classroom 
for children with other disabilities. Father placed a notice in the 
archdiocesan newspaper encouraging parents of children with 
special needs to contact him. One hundred and seventy re-
sponses convinced him to dedicate his life to educating excep-
tional children. 

From 1950 to 1980 he established thirty-one rooms for spe-
cial education in as many parishes. Six special schools were es-
tablished, and twenty-three programs of catechetical instruction 
were provided at parishes for children not enrolled in the all-day 
classes. St. Mary‘s residential school for children living outside 
the St. Louis area was opened in 1952. Later St. Joseph‘s Voca-
tional Center and two Group Homes were added. During a forty 
year period several thousand children were assisted, and his pro-
gram became the model for dioceses throughout the country. 
Monsignor Behrmann continued as Director of the Department 
of Special Education until his retirement in 1989.     

 
Msgr. Nicholas A. Schneider, ordained on March 17, 1956, attended   
Cardinal Glennon College and Kenrick Seminary. Msgr. Schneider, a   
prolific writer, has authored six books and over thirty articles for          
ecclesiastical journals. 

An alumnus of Kenrick 
Seminary, Monsignor 
Elmer H. Behrmann is 
one of 2,700 priests who 
have gone through St. 
Louis Archdiocesan 
sem inar i es .  These 
priests contribute to the 
archdiocese's excellence 
in education, social ser-
vices, and the sacramen-
tal life of the Church. 

Photo courtesy of Deacon Francis Doyle  
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St. Paul used all methods at his disposal to ―go into all the world, preaching the Gospel and making disciples.‖ 
 
 

The Herald asked a group of  Transitional Deacons:  “In your future priestly ministry, what role 
will modern day technology play in your evangelistic endeavors of  going into all the 
world, preaching the Gospel and making disciples of  all nations? 

REV. MR. CRAIG HOLWAY, ARCHDIOCESE OF ST. LOUIS, THEOLOGY IV 
I think things like maintaining a blog or a website can be great tools of evangelization.  On a blog or 
website, a priest can post homilies or new stories that can keep Catholics connected. I've used my cell 
phone as a prop in a homily to talk about the need to stay connected: as we use cell phones and email 
to keep connected to friends and family, so we need to use prayer and sacraments to stay connected to 
God.  I'm finding Facebook is a valuable tool to stay in touch with friends, family, and people I've met 
over the years.  If I can stay connected to God in prayer, and friends and family with the help of the 
internet and other technologies, I can preach the Gospel wherever the need arises. 

REV. MR. ZACHARY KAUTZKY, DIOCESE OF DES MOINES, THEOLOGY IV 
Everyone likes a good story. Story-telling has been an important method of communication since the 
beginning and continues to speak to the heart of the hearer today. Jesus taught using parables to which 
the people of His culture could relate.  Sacred Scripture itself is a love story between God and mankind. 
Knowing this, we can utilize striking examples, images, and stories to inspire, challenge, and teach those 
entrusted to our care. 

REV. MR. JOHN MICHAEL VOITHOFER, ARCHDIOCESE OF OMAHA,  
INTERCESSORS OF THE LAMB, THEOLOGY IV 
The ramped use of modern day technology is precisely what I would use to bring souls into relation-
ship with Christ. What do I mean? In my experiences of ministering to others, I have discovered that 
modern technology is often used as an escape from attending to our interior life. Instead of contem-
plating the deepest desires and longing that God has placed in our hearts for himself, we often find 
ourselves busied with sending text messages, answer our cell phones, or responding to email etc… 
The most fundamental and basic cry of every human heart is created for intimacy with God. Even our 
ramped use of modern technology is a reflection of our yearning to connect with God. In the Acts of 
the Apostles, St. Paul spoke to a people that were seeking a similar intimate connection. He said, ―For 
as I walked around looking carefully at your shrines, I even discovered an altar inscribed, 'To an Un-
known God.' What therefore you unknowingly worship, I proclaim to you!‖ (Acts 17:23-24) Let us not 
be afraid to listen to, experience, and respond, in faith, to our heart‘s desire for God. 

REV. MR. MATTHEW BENJAMIN, DIOCESE OF KANSAS CITY – ST. JOSEPH,  
THEOLOGY IV  
With modern technology, the world we live in is much smaller than that of St. Paul‘s. Our ability to com-
municate in an instant has made all of us neighbors, and this can be used for great good. I believe that if 
we are to be as successful in our mission of spreading the Gospel as St. Paul, holiness is the answer. To 
continue to strive for holiness, we use the gifts we‘ve been given more effectively with the intercession of 
our Holy Mother, and the Grace of God, encouraging all to go to Jesus in the silence of Eucharistic Ado-
ration.  ―For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, has shone in our hearts, to give 
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God, in the face of Christ Jesus‖ (2 Cor. 4:6).  
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Msgr. Ted L.  
Wojcicki, President-
Rector, was the featured 
speaker at an event spon-
sored by Credo of the 
Catholic Laity on Sep-
tember 13, at the 

Crowne Plaza Hotel in Clayton. In 
honor of the year for priests, announced 
by our Holy Father, Pope Benedict 
XVI, the topic of his lecture was 'Priest, 
Pastor, and Good Father'. Among the 
topics addressed by Msgr Wojcicki in 
his presentation were: his own vocation 
story of his call to priesthood; some 
reflections on priests he admired for 
their witness of virtue; some central 
themes of the seminary's work of 
priestly formation; ways that the mem-
bership can be supportive of vocations; 
how a priest serves as a spiritual father. 
Msgr. Wojcicki was also honored as 
Man of the Year at the Annual Benefit 
Dinner of the Daughters of St. Paul on 
October 11, at the Cedars at St. Ray-
mond's Maronite Cathedral. 

 
 
Dr. John Gresham, As-
sistant Professor of Sys-
tematic Theology and 
Adjunct Professor for 
Paul VI Pontifical Insti-
tute of Catechetical and 
Pastoral Studies, Perma-

nent Diaconate Formation, and Carme-
lite Sisters of the Divine Heart of Jesus, 
spoke on "The Spirit of Truth Calls us 
into Mission" for the Pentecost Day of 
Renewal hosted by the Catholic Re-
newal Center at Holy Redeemer Church 
in Webster Groves. His article, 
"Religion in a Culture of Science, Skep-
ticism, and Do-it-yourself Spirituality" 
appeared in the September issue of 
Liguorian. He gave a talk at the Archdi-
ocesan Religious Education Institute on 
August 10 at Saint Louis University. The 
talk was entitled "Jesus is Lord! Teach-
ing the Deity of Christ." 

Msgr. Edmund  
Griesedieck, Associate 
Spiritual Director, at-
tended, along with Fr. 
Kristian Teater, the 5th 
Annual Healing and De-
liverance/Exorcism Con-

ference at Mundelein Seminary. Of par-
ticular interest was the presentation on 
revisiting and renewing the use of the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation and our 
preparation for this Sacrament. Fr. Den-
nis McManus emphasized in his presen-
tation that, just as the renewal of Eucha-
ristic Adoration brought about spiritual 
renewal in this country, so greater em-
phasis on the Sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion would further the moral renewal of 
our Church. Speakers stressed the need 
for parish priests to become more aware 
and competent in responding to people 
who need the ministry of Deliverance 
prayer. 

 
Dr. Susanne Harvath, 
Coordinator of Human 
Formation Services and 
Professor of Pastoral 
Counseling, received the 
"St. John Vianney 
Award" from Friends of 

Priests. Dr. Harvath was the sixth indi-
vidual to receive this honor, which is 
bestowed each year upon an individual 
who helps to improve the state of the 
priesthood and vocations in an extraor-
dinary way. The Mass took place at St. 
Charles Borromeo Catholic Church in 
St. Charles, Missouri on October 24th. 

 
Fr. Jack Hunthausen, 
S.J., Spiritual Director, 
spent two months this 
past summer minister-
ing at Queen of Peace 
Catholic Church, a di-
ocesan parish in Aurora, 

Colorado.  This was the fourth time 
over the past seven years that he has 
assisted there. 

D r .  S e b a s t i a n 
Mahfood, Associate 
Professor of Intercul-
tural Studies and Coor-
dinator of Instructional 
Technology, made his 
first profession in the 

Dominican Laity on Sunday, November 
1, 2009, at Jesuit Hall across from Col-
lege Church on the campus of St. Louis 
University.  

 
Fr. Thomas K. 
McDermott, O.P., 
S.T.D., Assistant Profes-
sor of Spiritual Theol-
ogy and Associate Di-
rector of Spiritual For-
mation, wrote two arti-

cles. "Catherine of Siena, Living the 
Lenten Message" was published in the 
February issue of Liguorian. "Catherine 
of Siena and Paul of Tarsus" appeared 
in the 2009 issue of Spirituality. 

 
 

 

Dr Daniel G. Van 
Slyke's article titled, 
"The Ordo of Exorcist 
among the Latin Fa-
thers: Reconsidered in 
Light of Martin of 
Tours," appears in the 

Roman journal for liturgical studies 
Ephemerides Liturgicae this fall. During the 
summer, Dr Van Slyke also reviewed 
Derek Rivard's book, Blessing the 
World: Ritual and Piety in Medieval Re-
ligion, for The Catholic Historical Review, 
and Brian Spinks' two-volume history of 
baptism for the journal Usus Antiquior. 
In May, he addressed a crowd of young 
adults gathered for "Theology on Tap" 
in Madison, Wisconsin, on the movie, 
"Angels and Demons." On a more per-
sonal note, Dr. and Mrs. Van Slyke re-
joiced at the birth of their sixth child, 
Josephine Felicity, in March. 
 

Faculty News and Notes 
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strength and encouragement for all in the seminary commu-
nity, Archbishop Carlson promises to continue the momen-
tum of his predecessors in promoting vocations to the priest-
hood.  He will add his energy and rich experience in promot-
ing vocations and provide leadership to give direction to the 
significant efforts already taking place here.‖ 

This year the seminary is privileged to serve sixteen dio-
ceses and two religious communities.  This current year we 
have seminarians from one additional diocese (Salina) and 
one additional religious community (Order of St. Bene-

dict).  Thus the seminary continues its tradition as being lo-
cated in the ‗Rome of the West‘ and serving candidates for 
priesthood from throughout the Midwest and beyond. 

Msgr. Wojcicki added: ―The year continues with my heart 
full of gratitude: to God for calling our seminarians to holy 
priesthood; to our seminarians for accepting their calls; to our 
sponsoring bishops for their generous collaboration; to the 
faculty for their distinguished role in priestly formation; to 
our alumni for their selfless example of pastoral zeal; to all 
our benefactors and friends for their support of our mis-
sion.‖ 

(Enrollment, continued from page 1) 

    K e n r i c k -
Glennon Semi-
nary is pleased 
to announce the 
appointment of 
an alumnus or-
dained in 2007, 

Fr. John J. O‘Brien, as the Academic 
Dean and Associate Dean of Men at 
Cardinal Glennon College.  

Fr. O‘Brien is also currently part 
time Associate Pastor at St. Clement of 
Rome Catholic Church in Des Peres. 
Most recently, Fr. O‘Brien served as 
Associate Pastor at Blessed Teresa of 
Calcutta Catholic Church in Ferguson 
and as Adjunct Professor of Theology 
for Cardinal Glennon College. The Her-
ald recently spoke with John and Renee 
O‘Brien, Fr. O‘Brien‘s parents, who 
reflected on the role of Kenrick-
Glennon Seminary in their son‘s life.  
 

How do you feel about your 
son’s new assignment? 

 

   We are always happy when the chil-
dren are being productive and when 
they‘re learning and growing in positive 
settings, so this is a good assign-
ment.  He enjoys and appreciates the 
academic side of things, and he likes 
teaching, so the fact that he gets to 
teach a couple of courses is very agree-
able to him.  Likewise, he has long ex-
pressed an interest in promoting voca-
tions, so we know he will enjoy work-

ing with seminarians as they discern 
their vocations.  And best of all, he has 
another terrific assignment in a vibrant 
parish that affords strong mentor-
ship.  He‘ll be fully engaged under 
strong directors, so it‘s pretty ideal. 
 

When did you first think your 
son might want to be a priest? 

 

   He told us he thought he would like 
to be a priest when he was six or 
seven.  We took him seriously and tried 
to provide a nurturing environment for 
a vocation.  Between his 
junior and senior years in 
high school he was certain 
enough about it to make 
plans to enter the semi-
nary after graduation to 
test his call. After that, he 
just kept advancing from 
semester to semester until 
he was ordained in May of 
2007. 
 

Describe the role that  
Kenrick-Glennon 
Seminary has played 
in Fr. O’Brien’s life and in the 
life of your family. 
 

   Any seminary is about its leadership 
and staff and he has always expressed 
great admiration for the Archbishops 
under whom he has served, as well as 
the administrative staff and the faculty. 

He is very enthusiastic about helping to 
establish our archdiocesan seminary as 
one of the best in the world. 
   Our family has enjoyed a very happy 
relationship with the Seminary over the 
years, not just with regard to John, but 
for all of our children who have spent 
time there over the years with Kenrick-
Glennon Days, ChristPower and vari-
ous family-orientated Liturgies and 
events.  We feel very welcome and at 
peace on the campus. 
 

What reasons would 
you give for someone 
to consider Kenrick-

Glennon Seminary 
when planning their 

charitable giving? 
 

   A contribution to the 
Seminary is really a contri-
bution to the core of the 
Church.  Excellent priests 
are mission-critical in our 
place and time. They don‘t 
grow on or fall out of 
trees. We have to deserve 
them, develop them and 

deliver them to the flock. That‘s what 
Kenrick-Glennon Seminary is all about. 
 
Mr. and Mrs. O’Brien, along with their chil-
dren Matthew, Christopher, Joseph, Mary, 
and Patrick are parishioners of St. Gianna 
Catholic Church in Wentzville. 

Fr. John O’Brien 

From the O’Brien Family 
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2009 Christmas Novena 
 

Every evening Nov. 30 - Dec. 8 
 

Kenrick-Glennon Seminary invites you to join our 
seminarians for nine evenings of prayer and music as 
we prepare our hearts and minds for the joy and splen-
dor of Christmas.  The Seminary offers this opportu-
nity to pray with the future priests of the Archdiocese 
of St. Louis and the Midwest for an increase in voca-
tions to the priesthood and the religious life.  Please 
join us for this prayerful Advent celebration.  For fur-
ther information, please call 314-792-6100. 
 
 

Seminary Open House 
 

February 14, 2010 
 

Kenrick-Glennon Seminary will be hosting its sixth 
annual Open House on Sunday, February 14, from  
1:00-4:00 P.M. All are invited to enjoy seminarian 
guided tours, display tables featuring various aspects of 
seminary life, refreshments, and the opportunity to 
meet the future priests of the Archdiocese of St. Louis 
and the Midwest United States.   

Mark Your Calendars 
BY TIMOTHY FOY 
ST. PETER CATHOLIC CHURCH, KIRKWOOD 
ARCHDIOCESE OF ST. LOUIS, THEOLOGY III 
 

   John Straatmann, Michael Grosch, Daniel Schmitz, 
Mark Ostrowski, David Voss and I went to Puerto 
Rico to study Spanish this past summer. We stayed at 

Regina Cleri Seminary, a diocesan seminary in Ponce, on the is-
land's southern coast. 

One of the ways we learned Spanish was through prayer. We 
prayed Morning and Evening Prayer together in Spanish. Our 
small community also celebrated Mass in Spanish. In addition to 
prayer, in the afternoons, we took a class on functional Spanish 
at the Pontifical Catholic University of Puerto Rico. We traveled 
most of our weekends, taking trips to the major attractions of 
Puerto Rico, including a 400 year old coastal fortress known as 
―El Morro‖ and a beautiful stretch of beach near Ponce. One of 
my favorite trips took us to the town of San Germán, where a 
church constructed in the 1600's has been restored and now 
houses a collection of religious art from the last several centuries.  

The people were wonderful to meet and talk with throughout 
our stay, especially several Regina Cleri seminarians we be-
friended. They showed us many places around the island and 
always maintained a good spirit of fraternity. Looking back on 
our experience, we will always happily remember the bonds that 
we formed with the faithful in the Diocese of Ponce. 

Visit to Puerto Rico Expands Horizons  


