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Dear Friends,

When most people consider the mission  
of a seminary, they likely focus on the 
academic aspects of the institution. This is  
understandable because each man ordained to 
the priesthood in the Catholic Church has 
finished four years of theology in a major 
seminary (like Kenrick School of Theology) 
and has an undergraduate background in 
philosophy (offered through Cardinal  
Glennon College). 

The purpose of this intellectual formation is to prepare future priests to pursue  
the Truth, to understand the intellectual and liturgical tradition of the Church, and 
especially to preach and teach the Kerygma (proclamation of the Pascal Mystery). 
Kenrick-Glennon Seminary desires to excel in the integration of human, spiritual, 
intellectual, and pastoral formation to form priests who know their faith, are able to 
live it in sacrificial service, and communicate it with charity and humility. 

It is our vision to be a community to prepare future priests who are able to make  
their parishes “schools of prayer.” Our teaching faculty encourage the seminarians  
to ask “How can I share this with the people of God? How can I express the Truth to them?”  

Our professors make the pastoral application of each lesson central to their teaching 
so the seminarians know how to address the spiritual and moral needs of the people 
with an attractive presentation of the beauty of the Gospel. 

Knowledge of Jesus Christ through personal encounter and study will enable each 
man to better share and teach the Catholic Faith with his future parishioners.  
Please join me in praying that all our seminarians will be open to the Holy Spirit’s 
guidance throughout their years of seminary formation. 

In Christ,

Father James Mason, J.D. 
President-Rector
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The Church does 

not merely need 

good men who 

want to serve.  

The Church needs 

good priests 

who can live the 

Beatitudes.  

Archbishop Robert J. Carlson

“

”

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

In Mere Christianity, C.S. Lewis wrote “For mere improvement is not redemption, though redemption 

always improves people even here and now and will, in the end, improve them to a degree we cannot yet imagine.  

God became man to turn creatures into sons: not simply to produce better men of the old kind but to produce a 

new kind of man.”

Kenrick-Glennon Seminary is not only a place of improvement; it is a place of  
transformation where seminarians become new kinds of men. They are formed into 
future Church leaders who are ready to face the challenges of the 21st Century and make 
the Gospel come alive. The seminary is like a mechanic shop where each man is taken 
apart and put back together so he will do more than simply “run better.” Through the 
formation process, he becomes a new man. 

As a seminarian fully enters into formation, he acknowledges that Jesus Christ is  
the standard as High Priest. He also realizes it is impossible to meet this standard on  
his own. The seminary helps future priests gain confidence that God will provide  
where we are lacking if we surrender ourselves to His will. 

The time of intellectual, human, pastoral, and spiritual formation in the seminary 
is precious. Oftentimes, seminarians desire to move through the seminary quickly and 
become ordained immediately because they are excited and willing to serve the people  
of God as priests. Thanks be to God for their zeal! However, the Church does not merely 
need good men who want to serve. The Church needs good priests who can live the 
Beatitudes. That can only happen if Christ makes them new men.

Please keep our seminarians, priests, and all those discerning a vocation to the  
priesthood in your daily prayers. May the Holy Spirit grant them deep and abiding  
faith so they may carry on the work of Jesus Christ, our great High Priest, in a world  
so in need of His love. 

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Robert J. Carlson
Archbishop of St. Louis
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“The priest  
should know the 

�

Intellectual Formation: 
Encountering the Living God  

in the Classroom

By Taylor Leffler, Theology II – Omaha

Intellectual formation is one of the four dimensions of 
priestly formation, along with the spiritual, human, and 
pastoral dimensions. The intellectual life of a seminarian is 
much more than just reading and memorizing. It is more 
than learning a skill or a trade. Intellectual formation involves an 

interior transformation, as we encounter the Truth in the person of Jesus 

and allow ourselves to be conformed to Him. Much of our daily life 
here in the seminary is spent receiving this intellectual 
formation in the 
classroom, a privileged 
place of communion 
with God and with our 
brothers. Of course, the 
foundation of all our 
formation is a prayerful 
relationship with God, 
nourished daily in the 
Sacred Liturgy and 
Holy Communion. 
However, this same 
Jesus accompanies us in 
the classroom, eager to 
enlighten our minds and conform our hearts to His own.

The day after he was elected as our Holy Father,  
Pope Francis celebrated Mass with all the cardinals. In  

this first Mass as pope, he noted in his homily three 
particular ways that the Church moves into the future: 
walking, building, and professing. It seems fitting that 
these same three actions would take place in the classroom 
within our experience of intellectual formation:

WALKING: First and foremost, we walk with Jesus in 
the midst of our studies. Some days in the classroom can 
feel like just another part of the daily grind, while other 

class periods seem like  
a holy hour! Every 
seminarian can point  
to a moment in class  
in which he has 
experienced an 
intimate and 
invigorating encounter 
with God, as though 
some light has been 
shown to his mind that 
he has never seen 
before. The truths of 
Scripture and the 

Church’s Tradition come alive every day in many quiet 
moments in each seminarian’s heart as he falls more and 
more in love with God.

There is a place at Kenrick-Glennon Seminary where all of us go each day to encounter the 
living God. We spend hours here, day after day, to experience communion with God, spiritual 
nourishment, and contemplation of divine things. While all these things take place in the 
chapel, I have another place in mind – the classroom.

Fr. James Mason, President-Rector, speaks to seminarians following a formation 
conference in the auditorium.
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Secondly, time in the classroom affords many 
opportunities to walk with our professors and our 
brothers. We are privileged at Kenrick-Glennon Seminary 
to have relationships with each of our classmates and 
professors. Having only ten to twenty seminarians in each 
class allows for us to ask questions, dialogue with one 
another, and learn from each other. This aspect of 
community life is rare for most people, and we hope to 
never take it for granted. 

BUILDING: Building takes time. When strangers learn 
that I am studying to be a Catholic priest, the first thing 
they often ask is how long it 
takes. When I tell them that 
I will be in seminary from six 
to eight years, they often 
reply, “My goodness! That’s 
how long it takes to become a 
doctor!” I can’t help but 
respond, “You’re right. You 
are thinking of doctors of the 
body, but priests are doctors 
of the soul.” Priests are 
rightfully expected to have 
many answers regarding the 
Catholic faith, the human 
person, morality, family life, 
prayer, etc. This is why we 
have very specific classes, 
building us up to deeply 
examine the Bible, the 
spiritual life, Church history, 
canon law, sexuality, 
counseling, the sacraments, 
preaching, and the liturgy, 
not to mention the deeper theological topics like 
christology, the trinity, mariology, and eschatology.

Something else takes place as a seminarian is built up  
as a man of the Church. He starts to notice that these 
truths are taking hold of him in a new way. We remember 
that first time we heard Jesus ask us to follow him, as we 
took a great leap of courage to enter the seminary. But as 
we enter the depths of the teachings of the Church, we  
are invited to follow Jesus in a much more radical way, 
allowing our whole way of life to be conformed to the 

Gospel. We begin to be more intentional about what we 
read, the movies we watch, our conversations with friends 
and family, how we spend our money, our moral lives, etc. 

A shining example of this interior transformation is 
found in a man whom many seminarians claim as their 
hero. St. John Paul II spent countless hours immersed in 
the intellectual life, reading, studying, teaching, and 
writing. Throughout his years as a young parish priest, he 
would gather young adults and take them on excursions in 
the wilderness. In the midst of skiing, kayaking, camping, 
and sitting by the campfire, he always made time to enter 

into deep theological 
conversations with them.  
So many young adults were 
privileged to be formed by 
this young priest, who would 
go on to become their bishop, 
their cardinal, their pope, 
and finally, their saint. But 
was St. John Paul II simply a 
theological expert or a skilled 
teacher? No. He allowed his 
communion with Jesus to 
permeate his intellectual life, 
building him up as a man  
of heroic masculinity, 
unshakeable faith, and an 
evangelistic witness to people 
all over the world. We 
seminarians desire that our 
intellectual formation will 
build us up in the same way, 
that our own priesthood 
would bear much fruit.

PROFESSING: After the initial excitement of our 
classes wears off, and the workload of study increases, 
seminarians often begin to dream of life in the parish. 
Some days, it can even seem like all this time in the 
classroom is just too much. Can’t I just be in the parish now? I 

don’t want to be a student forever. I want to minister to the people of 

God! These sentiments are actually very good indications 
that a seminarian is right where he is supposed to be. In a 
way, seminary is designed to move us along. It is like a 
womb of formation – but we are not meant to stay in the 

Samuel Inameti, Theology I – St. Louis, studied International 
Relations and Peace Studies and Conflict Resolution in Nigeria 
before entering the seminary.
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womb forever! We are being formed to become healthy and holy 
parish priests. In fact, every single thing we do in the classroom 
is really done for the sake of our future parishioners. Every 
article we read, every paper we write, every exam we take, and 
every Greek passage we translate is already an act of love for 
those whom we hope to serve in the parish someday soon.

Walking with Jesus and our brothers throughout the 
experience of intellectual formation and allowing ourselves to be 
built up into men of communion, we finally move into a life of 
professing this faith to the people of God. Any seminarian could 
assure you that we do not wait till priesthood to profess the 
faith! Men and women are brimming over with questions about 
the Catholic Church, the meaning of life, what happens after we 
die, etc. We put our intellectual formation into living action with 
family members, parishioners, old college friends, waitresses,  
the man sitting next to us on the airplane, and the beggar on  
the street corner. It is not hard to see that each human person is 
seeking something deeper, to understand what it really means to 
be human and to know who God is. It is our privileged mission 
to profess the beauty of the Catholic faith to those who are so 
hungry for it, whether they know it or not.

Intellectual formation is preparing us to be spiritual fathers, 
able to teach and nourish our parish family with Jesus’ own 
wisdom. This is all the more urgent in recent years, as the 
Church ushers in this time of the New Evangelization.  
Please pray that each seminarian will allow himself to receive 
intellectual formation with a brand new ardor, eager to walk 
with Jesus daily, be built up into a holy priest, and profess  
the beauty of the Catholic faith to a people who hunger for 
Truth Himself.

Intellectual formation prepares seminarians to be spiritual fathers who are 
able to teach and nourish their future parish families.

Accreditation

Kenrick-Glennon Seminary is accredited by  

the Commission on Accrediting of the Association 

of Theological Schools in the United States and 

Canada, and the following degree programs are 

approved: Master of Divinity, Master of Arts.

Kenrick-Glennon Seminary is accredited by  

the Higher Learning Commission of the North 

Central Association of Colleges and Schools, and 

the following degrees are approved: Bachelors, 

Masters. (Program offering at the Bachelor’s level 

is limited to a Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy.)

Programs at  
Kenrick-Glennon Seminary

CARDINAL GLENNON COLLEGE
Cardinal Glennon College operates a 

collaborative-model undergraduate formation 

program conjointly with the College of 

Philosophy and Letters of Saint Louis University. 

Seminary students complete two years of 

general education requirements at the University 

and two years of philosophy and theology 

requirements at the seminary campus, 

culminating in the degree of Bachelor of Arts  

in Philosophy.

PRE-THEOLOGY PROGRAM
The Pre-Theology Program of Kenrick School 

of Theology is a program that operates in 

cooperation with the Cardinal Glennon College. 

This program is for candidates who have 

completed undergraduate study at another 

institution but have not met the philosophy and 

theology requirements for entry into Kenrick’s 

graduate-level programs (see page 10).

KENRICK SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY
Kenrick School of Theology operates a four 

year program of priestly formation. All students 

who complete the program receive the Master 

of Divinity degree. Concurrent with this 

program, students have the option of also 

completing a Master of Arts in Theology. The 

M.A. requires successful completion of a thesis.
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THEOLOGY I: FALL SEMESTER

Fundamental Theology  

    (4 credit hours) (hrs)

Triune God (3 hrs)

Synoptic Gospels and Acts 1 (2 hrs)

Patristic Church (3 hrs)

Language (Greek or Latin) (3 hrs)

Graduate Writing and Research  

    (1 hr)

Supervised Ministry 1a (1 hr)

Sacred Music Practicum (P/F)
Total: 17 hrs

THEOLOGY I: SPRING SEMESTER

Christology & Soteriology (4 hrs)

Anthropology, Sin & Grace (3 hrs)

Pentateuch (3 hrs)

Synoptic Gospels and Acts 2 (2 hrs)

Introduction to Divine Office (1 hr)

Language (Greek or Latin) (3 hrs)

Supervised Ministry 1b (1 hr)

Total: 17 hrs

THEOLOGY II: FALL SEMESTER

Creation & Eschatology (2 hrs)

Pauline Literature (3 hrs)

Sacramental Theology (2 hrs)

Theology of Liturgy (2 hrs)

Fundamental Moral Theology 1 (2 hrs)

Pastoral Counseling (3 hrs)

Elective 1 (2 hrs)

Supervised Ministry 2a (1 hr)

Total: 17 hrs

THEOLOGY II: SPRING SEMESTER

Prophets (3 hrs)

Baptism & Confirmation (2 hrs)

Fundamental Moral Theology 2 (2 hrs)

Spiritual Theology and Sp. Direction  

   (3 hrs)

Medieval and Reformation Church  

   (2 hrs)

Introduction to Canon Law (3 hrs)

Supervised Ministry 2b (1 hr)

Total: 16 hrs

THEOLOGY III: FALL SEMESTER

Ecclesiology (3 hrs)

Eucharist (3 hrs)

Holy Orders, Celibacy, & Spiritual Life 

of the Priest (3 hrs)

Introduction to Homiletics (3 hrs)

Religious Education (or elective) (2 hrs)

Elective 2 (2 hrs)

Deacon Practicum II (P/F)

Supervised Ministry 3a (1 hr)

Total: 17 hrs

THEOLOGY III: SPRING SEMESTER

Johannine Literature (3 hrs)

Pastoral Issues & Grief Counseling  

    (3 hrs)

Sacrament of Marriage (2 hrs)

Advanced Homiletics (3 hrs)

Sacramental Law (3 hrs)

Social Ethics (2 hrs)

Deacon Practicum II (P/F)

Supervised Ministry 3b (1 hr)

Total: 17 hrs

THEOLOGY IV: FALL SEMESTER

Psalms & Wisdom Lit. (3 hrs)

Penance, Anointing & Burial  

    (3 hrs)

Marriage, Family & Sexuality (3 hrs)

Pastoral Theology (3 hrs)

Modern and Contemporary Church  

    (2 hrs)

Priest Practicum I (P/F)

Elective 3 (2 hrs)

Supervised Ministry 4a (P/F)

Total: 16 hrs

THEOLOGY IV: SPRING SEMESTER

Mariology (2 hrs)

Ecumenism & Interreligious Dialogue  

    (2 hrs)

Medical Ethics (2 hrs)

Catholic Church in the U.S. (2 hrs)

Marriage Preparation and NFP (2 hrs)

Priest Practicum II (P/F)

Elective 4 or Thesis (2 hrs)

Supervised Ministry 4b (P/F)

Total: 12 hrs

Upon completion of the requirements of Kenrick School of Theology, the seminarians receive the Master of Divinity 

degree. They have the option of also earning an additional Master of Arts in Theology. The following is the sequence of 

courses for Kenrick. The courses in italics are required of all students as part of the curriculum for ordination. They may 

count toward the Masters in Theology if accompanied by successful completion of a master’s thesis.

Kenrick Sequence of Courses
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T   he Charles L. Souvay Memorial Library is a 
wonderful resource in providing faculty, staff, and 
seminarians with print and electronic collections 

for their academic research. With over 80,000 books and 
journals, primarily dedicated to serving the needs of 
seminarians, the library houses an extensive collection of 
primary and secondary source materials in philosophy and 
theology. The collection also has volumes of Scripture 
commentaries, dictionaries, and exegetical resources on every 
book of the Bible. Seminarians have available to them a large 
collection of writings in Patristic history, commentaries on 
the Code of Canon Law, and the richness of biographies and 
Church history. 

For many seminarians, academic research may require one 
to use MOBIUS (Missouri Bibliographic Information Users 
System) for books outside the library’s extensive collection. 
MOBIUS is a consortium of academic and public libraries 

throughout Missouri and in Colorado and Oklahoma.  
The library’s membership to MOBIUS is a great resource  
for seminarians to borrow books from neighboring  
academic libraries. 

A large academic project seminarians work on during  
the course of their formation is research on a thesis for their 
Master’s degree. For many students writing a thesis, most  
of their primary and secondary sources will be obtained in 
the library’s voluminous collection of theology books and 
academic journals. Biblical exegesis is required for many 
Master’s theses, especially if a seminarian’s topic delves 
explicitly into Scriptural theology. The library has many 
biblical resources to assist student researchers in determining 
the meaning of words or phrases in their original language or 
what notable theologians have written about in regard to 
Scriptural books, letters, and passages. 

The library subscribes to a number of online databases 
available through the library’s website. 
These databases provide millions of 
full-text articles on topics from health 
to metaphysics. The most used 
databases are in the areas of theology 
and philosophy.

The library provides seminarians 
with quiet workspaces for individual 
and group study. Seminarians have many 
individual workstations to choose from 
on the mezzanine and lowest floors of 
the library. There are three group study 
rooms available for seminarians to use, 
particularly during the evening library 
hours. These group study rooms are 
great workspaces, especially during 
midterms and final exams. 

The Charles L. Souvay
MEMORIAL LIBRARY

By Chris Rubie, Theology II – St. Louis 

Seminarians peruse the numerous journals available in the Charles Souvay Memorial Library.
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Two favorite sections of the library that seminarians frequently use are the 
movie and music collections. During hours of rest and leisure, many seminarians 
check out movies from the library or listen to classical and sacred music. 

For those seminarians who do not have a personal computer, the seminary 
offers desktop computers for student use. The lab has approximately ten 
workstations with a commercial printer, and it is a busy room during the week of 
final exams. The computer lab can be accessed anytime of the day, even when the 
library is closed during certain hours of the evening and weekends. 

A great opportunity for seminarians is to work in the library at the circulation 
desk during weekend and evening hours. This is a way for seminarians to earn a  
little money while serving the needs of the seminary. The period spent working at 
the circulation desk enables seminarians the time and resource to not only help 

other seminarians with their library 
needs—it also enables them to get 
their own homework done in a quiet 
study space. 

I am pleased to assist the operation 
of the library by cataloguing and 
digitizing photographs from the 
Kenrick-Glennon Seminary Archives. 
During my time working in the 
archives, I have come across some 
amazing photographs. If pictures 
speak a thousand words, then certainly 
these historical photographs show the 
tremendous heritage of Kenrick-
Glennon Seminary—especially in its 
work in forming good priests for the 
Archdiocese of St. Louis and other 
dioceses throughout the country.   

Fr. Charles L. Souvay, C.M.

On March 4, 1976, His Eminence 

John Joseph Cardinal Carberry, 

Archbishop of St. Louis, dedicated  

the Kenrick-Glennon Seminary library 

in memory of Fr. Charles L. Souvay, 

C.M., who served as the rector of 

Kenrick Seminary from 1926-1932. 

Before becoming rector, Fr. Souvay 

taught Sacred Scripture to seminarians 

from 1903-1926. During his tenure,  

Fr. Souvay helped form young men  

into priests who would know and love 

God through the ministry of preaching 

and teaching Sacred Scripture to  

God’s people. 

Fr. Souvay’s legacy is embodied in 

the rich heritage of this seminary, 

forming seminarians into tremendous 

priests. The Charles L. Souvay 

Memorial Library not only honors  

the man, but it honors the tradition  

of forming intelligent and holy priests 

for service to the Church. 

Arick Middeke, Theology I – St. Louis, and  
Mitch Baer, College IV – St. Louis, use some of  
the computers available for seminarian use 
throughout the library.

 80,000+ monographs and journals

 Concentrations in philosophy and theology

  23 million+ volumes available through MOBIUS (Missouri 
Bibliographic Information Users System)

 3,000+ titles in the special collections

  An incunabulum Bible from 1495 is  
included in the Rare Books Collection

  A French canon law manuscript  
from the 1300s is the oldest and rarest 
item in the collection
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By Darren Beckham, Pre-Theology II – Wichita
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Most people are relatively surprised to learn 
that the Church requires her seminarians 
to study philosophy before entering into a 

school of theology. Most people have a vague notion of the 
importance of philosophy to the Church historically and 
doctrinally, but does every priest need to actually study it? 
Now that I have had the chance to examine this realm of 
study myself, I have begun to see the wisdom in beginning 
with the study of philosophy. 

Philosophy and theology have no accidental relation to 
each other. St. Thomas Aquinas, a doctor of the Church 
who is famous for his synthesis of philosophy and theology, 
called philosophy the handmaid of theology. Philosophy 
provides a foundation of ideas and concepts that are 
essential to the development of theology. For instance, 
many of the greatest heresies the Church has faced have 
stemmed from a fundamental error of philosophy that 
led to a theological one. If we are supposed to have a deep 

knowledge of the Church’s teachings regarding the faith 
we must at the same time be intimately mindful of the 
Church’s philosophical convictions. 

St. John Paul II, in his apostolic exhortation regarding 
the formation of priests, identifies a second reason to 
study philosophy: specifically, the need to encounter the 
foundations of Truth. We live in a world given to the idea 
that your truth and my truth can be whatever we want it 
to be. If we are going to shine the light of Christ we have 
to understand that He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 
The study of philosophy gives us an intimate knowledge 
about the truth we find in the world around us. This truth 
is not dependent on our opinions. Philosophy gives us the 
tools to find God in a world based on truth, and this is 
wisdom. Through philosophy we find ourselves in a world 
that points us to God. This is a truth that leads directly to a 
study of God in theology. 

What is “The Dash”?

T he Pre-Theology Program is commonly referred to as “the dash” by the seminarians, meaning the dash 
between “Kenrick” and “Glennon” in the name of our institution. While seminarians in this program are 
considered part of Kenrick School of Theology, they take upper level philosophy courses with the juniors 

and seniors in Cardinal Glennon College. Those who meet all academic requirements receive the Bachelor of Arts 
in Philosophy.

Pre-Theology is designed to help students who have received their college degree from another college or university 
and are entering the seminary for the first time. It recognizes that some of these seminarians may have been away 
from the academic environment for several years. The men are introduced to the human, spiritual, intellectual  
and pastoral pillars of formation so they can continue their preparation for the priesthood in the four-year School 
of Theology.
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Make A Pledge at Your Parish
The Catholic Church is about courage — the courage to 

love…to care for the sick, to welcome the stranger, to defend  
life and to be a voice of peace. Your support of the schools, 
ministries and services of the Archdiocese of St. Louis ensures 
the resources and people will be ready to respond with love  
just when it’s needed.

Make a courageous choice to extend your loving care to 
someone in need by making a sacrificial gift to the Annual 
Catholic Appeal. For further information, please visit  
www.archstl.org/aca.
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P revious generations  
have worked to build  
the Church into a 

community of faithful men  
and women in St. Louis.  
The Annual Catholic Appeal 
helps sustain this legacy by 
providing financial resources to 
strengthen our parishes, schools 
and agencies. Through the 
generosity of our benefactors 
and the supporters of the 
Annual Catholic Appeal, 
Kenrick-Glennon Seminary is 
able to provide quality priestly 
formation so that holy, healthy, 
joyful priests are ready to serve the people of God in parishes 
across the Archdiocese and beyond. 

One of the secondary benefits of the seminary’s presence  
in the Archdiocese is our excellent faculty who share their 
knowledge with the greater community. The seminary’s 
professors are experts in their fields, including philosophy, 
canon law, sacred scripture, moral theology, and more.  
These engaging instructors blend academic expertise with 
experience in ministry and a desire to help others learn to know 
Christ better and serve His Church. 

This desire to help others 
learn extends beyond the walls 
of the seminary. Many of our 
professors also teach classes at 
the Pontifical Paul VI Institute 
for Catechetical and Pastoral 
Studies. The Institute, an 
excellent resource for learning 
about all aspects of the Church, 
provides college-level continuing 
education and formation for 
adults. Dr. Ed Hogan, Associate 
Professor of Systematic 
Theology at the seminary, is  
the Director of the Paul VI 
Institute. The members of the 

seminary faculty currently teaching at the Paul VI include  
Dr. Lawrence Feingold, Dr. John Gresham, Fr. Laurence 
Kriegshauser, Fr. Randy Soto, Dr. Shawn McCauley Welch,  
Sr. Adriane Torrisi, and Msgr. Michael Witt.

Because of the generosity of Annual Catholic Appeal 
supporters, the Paul VI Institute is able to offer its courses at 
about half their actual cost. The seminary’s presence in the 
Archdiocese of St. Louis has provided a wealth of distinguished  
scholars who are able to help parishioners deepen their 
knowledge of the Catholic Church and grow in faith.

Corporate Matching Gifts

Does your company have an employee giving program? 

Pursuing a matching gift is an easy way to maximize  

your donation to Kenrick-Glennon Seminary or the 

Annual Catholic Appeal. 

For information about matching your Annual Catholic 

Appeal pledge to approved institutions who receive 

Appeal funding (like Kenrick-Glennon Seminary),  

please visit www.archstl.org/aca.

Annual Catholic Appeal: 
Building the Church in St. Louis
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Deacon Patrick Nields, Theology IV - Omaha
My Master’s Thesis is entitled 

De Sabbatis: The Holiness and 

Complementarity of Work and Rest Found 

in the Lord’s Day. The Thesis focuses 
on three primary areas; first, the 
activity of work that often consists 
of so much of life has importance 
in a relationship with God. Work 
is a means to come closer to God 
and to grow in holiness. Second, the 

importance and need for rest in life, particularly as found on 
the Lord’s Day, Sunday. The Lord’s Day not only provides 
for rest of mind and body, but importantly a day to turn to 
God in worship and relationship. Third, work and rest have 
a complementarity. Work and rest mutually support and aid 
the other in relationship with God. Further, the meaning of 
work and rest and this complementarity is ultimately found 
in the Holy Mass on the Lord’s Day. 

The guidance of Pope St. John Paul II has been especially 
important, particularly his encyclical Laborem Exercens  
(On Human Work) and Apostolic Letter Dies Domini (On 
Keeping the Lord’s Day Holy). I have learned so much and 
am grateful for the opportunity to study and reflect on the 
important aspects of work and rest. My hope is that I may be 
able to offer and convey in the parish context, the importance 
of work and rest in the totality of life, and fundamentally 
how each can aid in a growing relationship with the Lord. 

Deacon Gabriel Greer, Theology IV – Wichita
In our first semester of 

Homiletics class, Fr. Don Wester 
told us “Each year you will have the 
opportunity to preach on the Third, 
Fourth and Fifth Sundays of Lent, 
which are the Scrutinies for those 
who are going to receive initiation 
into the Catholic Church at Easter.” 
I became excited to write about 
this subject for my comprehensive 
exams, because the Scrutinies were something I did not  
know about. 

I answered two questions on the Liturgy: 1) What is a 
Scrutiny? 2) What are the Liturgical Rites of the Scrutiny 
after Vatican II? The Scrutinies are a time in which the 
Church can make sure the elect are prepared to take on the 
new life of a Christian. They are deeply rooted in scriptures 
pulling themes from The Samaritan Woman (Jn 4), The 
Man Born Blind (Jn 9), and the Raising of Lazarus (Jn 11). 
Also, I answered two questions on scripture: 1) How is the 
Glory of Christ Manifested in the Seven Signs? 2) What is 
the Relationship Between the Seven Signs of John’s Gospel 
and the Seven Sacraments of the Catholic Church? The two 
questions in the area of Scripture sprang forth the last two 
Gospels of the Scrutinies, which are two of the seven signs 
found in the Gospel of John. 

Thesis and Comprehensive Exams
Each seminarian must pass a comprehensive oral examination in order to graduate  
from Kenrick School of Theology. This exam offers the opportunity for a man to 

demonstrate his ability to synthesize the knowledge he has gained throughout his 
theological formation. In addition to the comprehensive exams, the M.A. candidates  

must write a 50-80 page thesis under the guidance of a thesis director.  
He is required to demonstrate mastery of the subject matter and the ability to  

relate the thesis topic synthetically to other branches of theology.
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The study of history at a 
seminary differs from that at a 
university. The two share a quest 
for objectivity, to recount history 
“as it actually happened,” to quote 
historian Leopold von Ranke.

What separates the two is that 
seminary study is seen in the light 
of Faith. Henri de Lubac wrote 
“For if salvation offered by God is 
in fact the salvation of the human 
race, since this human race lives 
and develops in time, any account 
of this salvation will naturally 
take a historical form – it will be 
the history of the penetration of 
humanity by Christ.”

While the university historian strives to be free  
of all assumptions, the seminary historian begins  
with an assumption that Jesus of Nazareth is the 
Incarnate Word. Church History is the inquiry into 
the successes and failures of Christians to bring 
Christ to each age and epoch. It is as much a tale 
of sinners, for we are steeped in sin, as it is a saga 
of saints, those virtuous heroes who enlighten and 
enliven our story.

Fr. John Jay Hughes, in 
his book Columns of Light, 
elevates Church History  
to an exercise in spiritual 
formation: “… the saints are 
not only more numerous 
than we often think. They 
are also more ordinary. The 
saints are not remote figures 
in a stain glass window. They 
are real people of flesh and 
blood. They faced the same 
difficulties we face. They 
sometimes stumbled and  
fell, as we do often. But  
they never gave up. That is 

the secret. The saints are just the sinners who kept  
on trying.”

When I started to teach at the seminary, Church 
History courses served the curriculum by giving 
context to theological studies: a noble enough task. 
However, with time, I have come to see that I teach 
part of the story of salvation history. I am teaching 
the history of the penetration of humanity by Christ.

The university historian can make a significant 
contribution to our understanding of who we are.  

Thesis and Comprehensive Exams
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By Msgr. Michael Witt, Class of 1990 and Professor of Church History

Studying History in the 
Light of Faith

Msgr. Michael Witt is the Professor of Church 
History and the Chair of the Faculty Welfare 
Committee at Kenrick-Glennon Seminary.  
He is also the Pastor of All Saints in  
University City, MO.
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Holy Land Retreat and Pilgrimage

In January, the deacons in the Class of 2016 participated 
in the 4th Annual Holy Land Retreat and Pilgrimage. Their 
journey included a five-day canonical retreat on the Mount 
of Beatitudes and visits to Jerusalem and various sites in the 
Holy Land.  

Deacon Scott Scheiderer, Theology IV – St. Louis: 
Going to the Holy Land has connected me to my faith in a way that I could 

never have imagined. As our tour guide told us upon our arrival, “Welcome 

Home! This is your home!” As I go forward in my ministry, I will do 

everything in my power to connect parishioners, family members, and loved 

ones with the Holy Land. Christians need to know and experience where 

they come from... they need to know their heritage!

Deacon Eliot Schwer, Theology IV – Omaha:  
I am so grateful for the sponsors’ immense generosity in providing for us to 

go to the Holy Land.  The experience has helped me to identify even more 

strongly with Christ. I hope that people will see the conviction I have that 

Christ is in me and will better realize that Christ is in them in the same 

way.  The Holy Land Pilgrimage makes His incarnation into our own flesh 

and blood seem even more real. It gives me a greater desire to enter into the 

everyday encounters of parish life with wonder and awareness of Him and 

his glory in others, just as he entered fully into the normal everyday life of 

Israel 2000 years ago.

Convivium Dinner Auction

Supporting Our Seminarians 

On November 7th, a record-breaking 425 people showed 
their support of our mission and our seminarians at the 2015 
Convivium Mass and Dinner Auction. Our guests and hundreds 
of other sponsors and benefactors helped raise over $350,000 
through this event. 

Without the generosity of our benefactors, Kenrick-Glennon 
Seminary could not carry out its mission of forming the next 
generation of healthy, holy and joy-filled priests. On behalf of all 
the seminarians, we thank the many Convivium supporters who 
help sustain them as they discern the will of God in their lives.

Please save the date for the 24th Annual Convivium Mass 
and Dinner Auction on Saturday, November 5, 2016. Mass will 
be celebrated in the Chapel of St. Joseph at Kenrick-Glennon 
Seminary. The dinner auction will take place at the Ritz-
Carlton in Clayton.
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W         hen confronted with the question of his future, Fr. Dave Hogan,  

Class of 2014 – St. Louis, took this question seriously. As an adolescent, 

Fr. Hogan found great enjoyment in the sport of hockey which he  

played for 13 years. But the possibility of playing the sport in the future was taken  

away after he experienced a series of concussions and a foot reconstruction surgery. 

Despite this intensive surgery, Fr. Hogan found another way to utilize his God-given 

athletic ability.

When he was 13-years-old, Fr. Hogan watched the Ironman World Championships  

in Kona, Hawaii for the first time. The Ironman is an endurance competition 

comprised of three segments: 2.4 miles of swimming, 112 miles of biking, and 26.2 miles 

of running. Fr. Hogan found that the athletes’ ability to endure the longevity of the 

event to be truly remarkable. At the completion of the Ironman, Fr. Hogan noted that 

the announcers would declare to the athlete, “You are an Ironman.” He wanted to 

experience that moment for himself. 

During his training and subsequently completion of the Ironman, he found that  

the experience was very beneficial for his spiritual life. Not only did his preparation 

give him the physical endurance needed to complete the strenuous event but it 

intensified his perseverance in the spiritual life and helped him grow in his relationship 

with God. Fr. Hogan was able to see in a more tangible way how seemingly impossible 

goals can be accomplished with God’s assistance. Not only has this experience 

strengthened him spiritually, but it has also shown Fr. Hogan the importance of healthy living which has had many positive effects 

upon his priestly ministry. 

Fr. David Hogan is a priest of the Archdiocese of St. Louis. He currently serves as Associate Pastor at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

in St. Charles.

Fr. Hogan (center) poses with fellow members of the Knights of 
Columbus following his induction as a 1st Degree Knight. 

Fr. Hogan competed in an Ironman 
Competition in Louisville, KY in October 
2015. The grueling competition includes 
2.4 miles of swimming, 112 miles of 
biking, and 26.2 miles of running.

In 2014, Fr. Hogan was ordained a priest of the Archdiocese of  
St. Louis by Archbishop Robert J. Carlson.
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Archbishop Robert J. Carlson 
bestowed the St. Louis the King 
Award, the highest honor in the 
Archdiocese of St. Louis, upon 
Vice-Rector Msgr. Gregory Mikesch  
in recognition of his 40 years of 
dedicated service to the Archdiocese.

William Toombs, Technical Services/
Systems Librarian, and Gerald Klaas, 
Maintenance Supervisor, have retired 
from Kenrick-Glennon Seminary after 
many years of dedicated service to  
the seminary. Macy Russell, 

Communications and Operations Coordinator, has left the seminary 
to pursue another career opportunity. We are grateful to these 
employees for their work in support of the seminary’s mission.

The annual Advent Novena took place in the Chapel of St. Joseph 
from December 1-9. Hundreds of friends of the seminary joined  
our seminarians for these nine evenings of prayer and worship in 
preparation for Christmas. Video recordings of each night are 
available on our website www.kenrick.edu/Novena. 

The 4th Annual John Cardinal Glennon Lecture was hosted by 
Cardinal Glennon College on February 27th. Dr. Gregory Beabout, 
Professor of Philosophy at St. Louis University, presented 
“Proclamation, Oration, and the New Evangelization: The Third 
Luminous Mystery and the Role of Rhetoric in the Philosophical 
Education of Future Priests.” The annual Glennon Lecture provides 
the seminarians and the wider public an opportunity to be formed  
by some of the most eminent philosophers in the United States.

In November, Bishop Carl Kemme, Class of 1986 and Bishop of 
Wichita, presented a report detailing the life and heroic Christian 
virtues of Fr. Emil Kapaun, Class of 1940, to Cardinal Angelo 
Amato, prefect of the Congregation of Saints’ Causes. Fr. Kapaun,  
a Wichita priest and Army chaplain who died in a North Korean 
prison camp in 1951, has been named a Servant of God and his 
cause for canonization is being presented to the Vatican.

The new pipe organ in the Chapel of St. Joseph was formally 
dedicated by Archbishop Robert J. Carlson on November 11th.  
The following evening, over 300 friends of the seminary gathered  
for a debut concert. Dr. Horst Buchholz, the featured organist, was 
joined by soloists Jeff and Wendy Wisniewski and the Kenrick-
Glennon Seminary Choir. 

This January, our seminarians were scheduled to join the Archdiocese 
of St. Louis’ annual Generation Life pilgrimage to the March for Life 
in Washington, DC. The pilgrimage was cancelled just days before  
a blizzard hit the East Coast. Instead, the seminarians joined about 
1,000 youths for a special program at the Cathedral Basilica of  
St. Louis which included prayer, a procession to Planned Parenthood, 
Mass, and more. 

Many friends of Kenrick-Glennon Seminary received guided tours  
of the seminary campus during the Annual Open House on 
February 14th. It was a wonderful opportunity for seminary 
supporters to meet their future priests, take a guided tour of the 
campus, learn about seminary life, and pray in the recently renovated 
Chapel of St. Joseph.

In MemoriamwPlease pray for the repose of the souls of our priest-alumni and 
former administrators who have passed away in recent months:

Fr. Maynard J. Brothersen, Class of 1948 – Davenport
Fr. John F. Geoghegan, Class of 1945 – St. Louis
Msgr. Robert W. O’Connor, Class of 1948 – Peoria
Fr. James Rodis, Class of 1960 – St. Louis

TheHerald_11_Final.indd   16 3/7/16   2:46 PM



Spring  •  2016  •  17

Forming Men for Christ 
All men are invited to join Fr. James Mason, President-Rector, for 

Forming Men for Christ on the second Thursday of every month. This group, 
sponsored by Kenrick-Glennon Seminary, meets for Mass, coffee, and a talk at 
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in Clayton, MO. 

The purpose of this monthly event is to help form men in the faith and moral 
teachings of the Catholic Church. Fr. Mason’s topics have included “God’s 
Purifying Love – A Look at the Reality of Purgatory,” “A Primer on Prayer,”  
and “The Next Four Things.” 

For further information, please visit www.kenrick.edu/FormingMenForChrist. 

FIAT Women’s Group

Dr. Ed Hogan, Associate Professor 
of Systematic Theology and Director 
of the Pontifical Paul VI Institute for 
the Archdiocese of St. Louis, is one of 
fifteen people across the country to win 
a $10,000 grant to teach “Science in 
Seminaries.” The grant program funded 
by the John Templeton Foundation and 
administered by the Cardinal Suenens 
Center at John Carroll University, aims 
to help better prepare seminarians “to 
engage the bigger question of science” so 
that they can interact in a scientifically 
and technologically sophisticated world. 

Dr. Hogan won for his proposal 
to develop a course at Kenrick-
Glennon Seminary titled “Theology 
and Science: In Dialogue for the New 
Evangelization.” His course will focus 
on the challenges and resources that 
contemporary science brings to the 
proclamation of the Gospel in the 21st 
Century. Dr. Hogan will teach this 
course in the Spring 2017 semester. 

Theology and Science Grant

w In February, Kenrick-Glennon Seminary began hosting FIAT, 
a group for all women of all ages and walks of life who desire to 
learn how to joyfully, generously and courageously say “yes” to 
God’s call to be faithful Catholic women. 

FIAT meets on the 3rd Thursday of each month during the 
academic year for fellowship, prayer and a talk from a seminary 

faculty member. Previous speakers have included President-Rector 
Fr. James Mason and Dean of Seminarians Fr. Paul Hoesing.  
Dr. Ed Hogan will present the final talk of the Spring 2016 
semester on April 21st. Following the summer break, the group  
will resume meetings in September. 

For further information, please visit www.kenrick.edu/fiat. 

In collaboration with 
the St. Louis Office of Vocations, 
seminarians have organized Nazareth 
Nights, a new monthly night of 
prayer. Young adults ages 18-35 are 
invited to pray with the seminarians 
in the Chapel of St. Joseph on the 
first Friday of the month during the 
academic year.  Each evening features 
adoration, confession, preaching, 
praise and worship, and fellowship. 
The remaining dates for Spring 2016 
are April 1st and May 6th. 

For further information, visit 
www.facebook.com/NazarethNights.

Nazareth Nights
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Originally constructed in 1931, the facilities received a 
major renovation completed in 2012. Infrastructure 
updates included all new plumbing, electrical, 

windows, and HVAC. A new wing of the building houses faculty 
offices and a rooftop patio/dining area. The library was expanded 
and enhanced. A former power plant was converted into a 
three-story student center. As the final phase of the renovation, 
the Chapel of St. Joseph underwent a major renovation. The 
entire renovations project demonstrated a commitment to 
preserving the historical and architectural character of the 
building while making necessary upgrades to provide an adequate 
and safe facility for priestly formation in the 21st century.

The second goal of the Faith for the Future Campaign was to 
enhance the seminary endowment fund. The seminary maintains 
an endowment fund through the Archdiocese of St. Louis to 
sustain its programs in priestly formation and to pursue its 
mission in the midst of an uncertain economy. The original 
contributions are maintained in perpetuity, while a portion of the 
income on the endowment supports the ongoing operations of 
the seminary. While the majority of the seminary’s twelve 
endowed funds are unrestricted, income from several of the funds 
are restricted for specific purposes, including professorships in 
sacred liturgy and canon law, the annual Peter Richard Kenrick 
Lecture, and scholarships. As of January 2015, the combined 
endowment for Kenrick-Glennon Seminary was approximately 
$16.5 million thanks to the generosity of our benefactors. 

In addition to increasing the general endowment fund, an 
anonymous donor generously contributed $1 million through the 
Campaign to establish the Holy Family Fund. The name “Holy 
Family Fund” represents the important and beautiful relationship 
between the priesthood and family life. The seed of Jesus’ own 
priestly vocation was nurtured in the context of the Holy Family. 
Each year, the seminary will receive a distribution from the Holy 
Family Fund in an amount between 5% and 10% of the rolling 
average of the market value of the fund from the prior twelve 
quarters. Anyone who wishes to honor the Holy Family may 
contribute to the fund and additional donations will sustain this 
fund for the long-term benefit of the seminary. All donors to the 
Holy Family Fund address the immediate and long-term needs of 
the seminary through their contributions to this Fund. 

FAITH 
for the Future Campaign 
�In 2009, the Archdiocese of St. Louis launched the historic Faith for the 

Future Capital Campaign to improve the quality of education and living 
accommodations for the next generations of seminarians. Donors to the 
campaign enabled the seminary to address infrastructure concerns and 

building enhancements at our home in Shrewsbury and significantly 
increase the endowment to support operational needs.

Randy Rathert, Director of Building and Real Estate for the Archdiocese 
of St. Louis, gave a tour of the renovations in the seminary library to 
faculty and staff members in 2012. 
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To assure good stewardship of the renovated facility and the 
programs of formation it makes possible, the Kenrick-Glennon 
Seminary Board of Trustees recommended that the seminary 
implement a comprehensive strategic planning process to help 
guide the seminary community into the future. After months  
of consultation, the Board approved Configuring Men to the 
Heart of Jesus Christ: Strategic Plan 2015-2020 in April 2015. 
The 2015-2016 school year is the first year of implementation  
of the plan. 

The financial security and strengthened infrastructure 
provided through the Faith for the Future Campaign and the 
vision, values and priorities outlined in the Strategic Plan have 
strengthened the mission of Kenrick-Glennon Seminary. They 
afford new hope for a bright future for Kenrick-Glennon 
seminarians and for the generations of faith-filled Catholics who 
will benefit from their future priestly ministry.  Perhaps members 
of your own family will walk these halls one day as they discern 
their own priestly vocation.

The entire seminary community is grateful to all of the 
supporters of the Campaign for their investment in future 
generations of priests. Thank you for fostering vocations and 
assisting in providing the financial resources required to preserve 
the important mission of the seminary.

The final Faith for the Future construction project was the renovation  
of the Chapel of St. Joseph. The renovation included a new altar and 
baldacchino, new sanctuary furnishings, a new pipe organ, a resurfaced 
and decorated ceiling, and more.

Each prayer and every gift is greatly appreciated by our seminarians and  
by the many people who will benefit from the ministry of the future  
priests who are currently being formed at the seminary. 

UTILIZATION OF GIFTS

Endowment Contributions:  * $9 million

Capital Improvements:  $43.5 million 
 Includes new HVAC system,  
renovations to Chapel of St. Joseph,  
new plumbing and electrical wiring,  
newly constructed faculty office wing,  
and more. 

Campaign Expenses and Administrative Fees: $4.5 million

Total Write Offs:  $2.5 million

Outstanding Pledges:  *  $3 million

TOTAL NUMBER OF GIFTS

Campaign Goal:  $50 million

Total Amount Pledged:  $62.5 million

Total Number of Gifts:  36,697

 Cash Received (as of 1/31/2016):  $57 million

*Future pledge payments and contributions will be added to the endowment.
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APRIL
Friday, April 1 Nazareth Night

Wednesday, April 6 Institution of Lector – Theology II

Thursday, April 7 Board of Trustees Meeting

Thursday, April 21 Installation of Acolyte – Theology I

Saturday, April 23 Cardinal Glennon College Trivia Night

Saturday, April 30 Ordination to the Transitional Diaconate, Archdiocese of St. Louis

MAY
Saturday, May 7 Kenrick School of Theology Graduation

Friday, May 13 Cardinal Glennon College Graduation

Saturday, May 28 Ordination to the Sacred Priesthood, Archdiocese of St. Louis

JUNE
June 5 – 11 Kenrick-Glennon Days

AUGUST
August 14 – 20 Orientation

Monday, August 22 Classes Begin

SEPTEMBER
Thursday, September 8 Mass of the Holy Spirit
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CALENDAR of Events
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STAY CONNECTED

Our Mission

Kenrick-Glennon Seminary  

is a proper ecclesial 

community of the  

Archdiocese of Saint Louis 

preparing men for the 

ministerial priesthood of  

Jesus Christ  

in the Catholic Church. 

Under the guidance of the 

Holy Spirit and to the  

glory of God the Father,  

we seek each seminarian’s 

configuration to the  

Heart of Jesus Christ,  

High Priest and Shepherd,  

so that he can shepherd 

wholeheartedly with  

Christ’s pastoral charity.

 /kenrickglennon  

    /kenrickglennon

    /cgcstl   
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